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Cyprus cannot do without Turkey in the EU, minister says

Turkey can do without the EU and the EU can do without Turkey, but Cyprus 
cannot do without Turkey in the EU, according to Turkey’s chief EU negotiator 
Egemen Bağış. ‘If I was a Cypriot, my biggest nightmare would be what if 
Turks decide to turn away from its full EU membership aspirations,’ the 
minister says.

Cyprus cannot do without Turkey in the European Union, according to the 
Turkish State minister and chief EU negotiator Egemen Bağış, who said Friday 
there was no alternative to Turkey’s full membership in the bloc.

Turkey’s economy, foreign policy and domestic reform agenda have proved that 
Turkey can do without the EU, and EU’s success until now has also shown that 
the EU can do without Turkey, Bağış. “But I think people should start thinking, 
‘Can Cyprus do without Turkey in the EU?’” Bağış said Friday at the opening 
ceremony for a European Movement congress in Istanbul.

“If I was a Cypriot, my biggest nightmare would be what if Turkey decided to 
turn away from its full EU membership aspirations,” Bağış said, adding that the 
same fear would be the biggest thing keeping Turkey in the EU process. 
“[Keeping Turkey] on the EU track is the cheapest and the safest [guarantee] 
policy Cypriots can have.”

EU Commissioner for Enlargement Stefan Fule also confirmed that the EU and 
Turkey had no “plan B” for the EU-Turkey accession negotiations should Cyprus 
talks fail. “We have to stick to the rules of the game,” he said, adding that 
credibility has to be increased on both sides.

.../2

http://gdailynews.wordpress.com/


“We are working hard … on how to create a moment,” Fule said, adding that 
there was frustration on both sides. He said both sides had to look at how to 
create a moment in which both sides don not see Turkey’s accession process as 
a source of frustration but as a source of encouraging further efforts.

“One thing that can be done [in this regard] is tangible progress, as well as a 
comprehensive solution to the Cyprus issue,” the commissioner said, adding 
that another element to encourage and speed up the moment was full 
implementation of the Ankara Agreement’s additional protocols, mainly 
referring to Turkey’s opening trade with southern Cyprus. “[This] would 
immediately free up at least 13 chapters [of Turkey – EU negotiations].”

Although Turkey began full membership negotiations in 2005, it has only been 
able to open 13 out of 35 chapters, completing only one of them. Apart from 
three chapters that it can still open, the remaining are blocked by the EU or by 
individual member countries, mainly because of the Cyprus problem.

Regarding EU’s visa liberalization with Turkey, Fule said they were working hard 
to record progress. “What is now a priority for us is to finalize the Readmission 
Treaty agreement,” he said, adding that it was a precondition to move forward 
for the visa liberalization with Turkey. He said the agreement was to be 
discussed in the Council of the European Union in the following two weeks and 
if concluded, would open the possibility of launching the visa line.

“[We will thereafter look] not only to harmonize the requirements for visas, but 
also [facilitate taking a visa] for various groups of the population and civic 
society,” Fule said, thus not directly referring to a possible full visa 
liberalization process with Turkey in the near future.

“My nation is sick and tired of [the visa] word,” Bağış said in his speech, adding 
that Turkish people were no longer interested in migrating to Europe. Bağış 
also said that although more than 66 percent of Turks still supported Turkey’s 
integration in the EU, some 67 percent did not think Turkey would gain full 
membership, according to a recent poll. “That is where [we] need new 
alliances,” the minister addressed to the audience of some 300 civil society 
organizations representatives from the Western Balkans and Turkey.

Bağış said he believed prejudices on both Turkey’s and EU sides, which had 
been hindering Turkey’s EU membership process for so long, could be best 
lifted through stronger cooperation among civil societies.
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